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3. Lepanthes pulcherrima Endrés ex Bogarin
& Pupulin, sp. nov. TYPE: COSTA RICA.
Alajuela: San Ramén, Santiago, finca of Jesus
Salas Jiménez, mountains toward the towers
of Berlin, 10°02'21"N 84°12'02"W, 1300 m,
epiphytic in old tress along coffee plantations,
F. Pupulin 7159, E. Salas-Pupulin & Jesus
Salas, 14 September 2008 (Holotype: JBL-
spirit) Figs. 5-7.

A Lepanthe jimenezii Schltr. rhachidi
pubescenti, apicibus sepalorum caudatis, sepalis
luteis, dorsali macula rubra in base notato,
sepalis lateralibus ellipticis connatis minus
quam 1 mm, petalis aurantiacis rubrofasciatis
basaliter erubescentibus marginibus glabris lobo
superno late ovato infernoque lineari differt.

Plant epiphytic, caespitose, small, up to 6 cm
tall. Roots slender, flexuous, to 1.5 mm in diam.
Ramicauls slender, erect, to 4 cm long, enclosed
by 3-5 hirsute, lepanthiform sheaths, the ostia
ciliate and obliquely dilated. Leaves erect or
suberect, coriaceous, elliptic to orbicular, some-
what lenticulate, conduplicate, obtuse, retuse,
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1 mm

FIGURE 5. Lepanthes pulcherrima Endrés ex Bogarin & Pupulin. A, habit; B, flower; C, dissected perianth;
D, ovary, column, and lip, lateral view; E, lip, spread. Drawn from the holotype by Diego Bogarin.
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FIGURE 6. Lepanthes pulcherrima Endrés ex Bogarin
& Pupulin. Sketch of a paratype by A. R. Endrés
(Endrés 273, W Rchb-Orch 07589). Reproduced

with permission of the Herbarium, Naturhistorisches
Museum, Wien.

08-15 x 0.6-09 cm, the rounded base
narrowing into a petiole 1 mm long.
Inflorescence racemose, distichous, pubescent,
successively flowered, borne above the leaf,
to 4.5 cm including the peduncle to 1.5
cm. Floral bracts 1 mm, ciliate, spiculate.
Pedicels 1 mm long, persistent. Ovary
1 mm long, spiculate-muriculate. Flowers with
the sepals yellowish, the dorsal sepal with
a reddish spot at base, the petals orange to
red-scarlet basally pink spotted. Dorsal sepal
elliptic, caudate, ciliate or denticulate to
serrulate, dorsally carinate-muriculate, connate
to the lateral sepals for about 0.5 mm, 4.0 x 1.7
mm. Lateral sepals elliptic to ovate, caudate,
ciliate or denticulate to serrulate, dorsally
carinate—muriculate, connate to 0.5 mm, the
apices made up slender tails (to 2 mm long),
4.0 x 1.7 mm. Petals transversely bilobed,
entire, 2 x 1 mm, the upper lobe ovate to wide
oblong, rounded, the lower lobe smaller than
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the upper lobe, linear. Lip bilobate, adnate to
the column, the blades elliptic to oblong with
rounded ends and ciliate at apex, 1.2 x 1.0 mm,
he connectives cuneate, to 0.5 mm long, embrac-
ing but do not hide the column, the body oblong,
connate to the base of the column, the appendix
small, rounded, ciliate. Column cylindric, | mm
long, with two apical arms, the anther dorsal,
the stigma ventral. Pollinia two, ovoid.

Distribution: Costa Rica and Panama.

Habitat: plants grow epiphytic in secondary
vegetation in lower montane rain forest in
Tilardn range in Costa Rica and Talamanca
range in western Panama.

Etymology: from the Latin pulcher, “lovely,”
in allusion to the beautiful flowers of this species.
This name was proposed by Endrés, however it
had not been validly published until now.

Paratypes: COSTA RICA. (Alajuela:) South
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FIGURE 7. Lepanthes pulcherrima Endrés ex Bogarin
& Pupulin. Sketch of a paratype by A. R. Endrés
(Endrés 273, W Rchb-Orch 38644). Reproduced
with permission of the Herbarium, Naturhistorisches
Museum, Wien.
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West of San Ramén, rainy season, A. R. Endrés
273 (W Rchb-Orch 07859, drawing; W Rchb-
Orch 36239, drawing; W Rchb-Orch 38644,
drawing, W Rchb-Orch 38643, description);
[without collecting data]: A. R. Endrés s.n. (W
Rchb-Orch 41417). Sin datos de recolecta, una
planta decomisada por el MINAE, florecié en
cultivo en el Jardin Botanico Lankester, No.
Acceso JBL-01304, 14 Julio 2006, D. Bogarin
2942 (JBL-spirit). PANAMA. Bocas del Toro:
Culebra, collected by Beni and cultivated by
Steve & Marjorie Sarner, N. 862, Boquete,
Panama, flowered in cultivation 19 Diciembre
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2008, D. Bogarin 5992 (JBL-spirit).

This species is distinguished from its closest
relatives, L. caroli-lueri and L. jimenezii, by
the pubescent rachis, the lateral sepals yellow,
connate less than 1 mm, and the dorsal sepal
yellow, with a small reddish spot at the base.
The petals are glabrous, with the upper lobe
ovate and the lower lobe linear; they are orange,
with the base pink, surrounded with a scarlet-
red stripe. The connectives embrace the column
but the lip blades do not hide it, while in L.
caroli-lueri and L. jimenezii they completely
cover the column (see key below).

KEY TO THE SPECIES OF THE LEPANTHES JIMENEZII GROUP
1. Inflorescence glabrous; sepals with short tails; petals ciliate, with the upper lobe narrowly oblong . . . L. jimenezii
1. Inflorescence pubescent; sepals with ling tails; petals glabrous, with the upper lobe broadly oblong........... 2

2. Margin of sepals irregularly denticulate; lateral sepals connate ca. 2 mm; lower lobe of the petals oblong . . . .. L.

caroli-lueri

2. Margin of sepals ciliate; lateral sepals connate <1 mm; lower lobe of the petals linear. . ......... L. pulcherrima
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